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The  second  official  estimate  "by  the  Government  of  Pakistan  placed  the 
19^7-^8  cotton  acreage  at  3*1^7,000  acres  compared  with  a  second  estimate  of 
3*208*000  acres  for  the  same  areas  in  19^6-^7  as  reported  by  the  Government 
of  India.     The  first  forecasts  were  3*21^.000  and  39315*000  acres,  respective 
The  acreage  decreases  were  general  throughout  Pakistan  except  in  the  States 
of  Bahawalpur  and  Khairpur  and  were  attributed  to  floods  in  East  Bengal, 
unfavorable  weather  in  Northwest  Frontier  Province  and  West  Punjab, and 
numerous  breaks  in  the  Rohri  Canal  in  Sind- 

The'  Government  of  India  recently  approved  a  purchase  by  a  mission 
from  SCAP  of  55*000  Indian  bales  (^6»000  bales  of  5OO  pounds  gross)  of 
co t ton  for  shipment  to  Japan-     This  total  amount  includes  28*000  bales 
(23,300)  of  Radishi,  13*000  bales  ( 10.800)  of  Jarila  and  7*000  bales  (5*800) 
of  Dohleras-     These  varieties  usually  range  in  staple  length  from  about 
17/32-inch  to  a  little  less  than  7/8-inch. 

The  President  of  the  Republic  of  Erance  has  promulgated  a  law  which 
authorizes  the  Government  to  suspend  for  a  maximum  period  of  three  months, 
beginning  May  1.*  19^8.  the  U  percent  tax  imposed  at  the  producer  level  on 
meat  destined  for  consumption  in  Paris  and  other  large  cities •     This  is  a 
measure  undertaken  to  lower  the  cost  of  living  in  Eranceo 

Uruguay  exported  1*^29  bales  (1.^72*000  lbs.)  of  wool  to  Japan  during 
April,  as  the  first  shipment  since  the  wool  season  started. 
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PORTUGUESE  ALMOND  SITUATION  l/r  : 

-  -The  1948  preliminary  forecast  of  almond  production  for  Portugal  is 
2;600  short  tons  shelled  "basis  compared  with  1,100  tons  (revised)  in  1947, 
and  3,700  tons  in  1946.  The  forecast  is  8  percent  above  the  5 -year  (1942- 
46)  average  of  2,4C0  tons  and  the  same  as  the  10-year  (1937-46)  average, 
the  Algarve  section,  normally  the  largest  producer  of  almonds  in  Portugal, 
is  expected  to  have  about  2,200  short,  tons  and  Douro  the  remainder. 

The  weather  during  the  February  -  March  "blossoming  period,  was  very 
satisfactory  in  most  parts  of  the  Algarve  area.    There  were  some  small 
sections  in  Algarve,  however,  that  "because  of.  their  location  were  a  little 
later  in  "blossoming  and  were  caught  "by  heavy  rains  which  did  serious  damage. 
The  growers,  trade  members  and  government  representatives  were . unanimous 
in  their  enthusiasm  about  this  year's  crop  and  quality  in  Algarve.  They 
believe  that  sizes  will  be  better  than  average.  •: 

In  the  Douro  section  in  Northern  Portugal,  where  the  blossoming  takes 
place  about  8  to  10  days- later,  the  situation  is  not. good.    The  trees  in 
most  parts. of  the  area  were  caught  by  heavy  rains  which  resulted  in  a  very 
poor  set.  .The  forecast  for  this  section  is  about  half  a  normal  crop.  The 
nuts  that  will  be  produced  are  expected  to  be. of  good  quality  and  large  size. 

The  1947-48  .  marketing  season  now  nearing  its  close  has  been  rather 
unsatisfactory  from  the  export  point  of  view.    Many  of  the  usual  foreign  buyers 
were  out  of  the  market  most-  of  the  season.    United  States  purchases  have  been 
small  and  mostly  in  the  past  three  months,  though  the  exact  tonnage  exported 
to  the  United  States  for  the  period  are  not  yet  available.    Recent  sales  to 
the  United  States  were  for  very  small,  kernels. at  prices  of  about  27.25  cents, 
U.  S.  f.  o-.  b.  Portugal.    Prices  have,  been  declining,  gradually' since  the  opening 
of  the  season.    It  is  estimated  that  on  May  1,  1948  about  1,300  short  tons 
shelled  basis  remain  in  the- country  of  which  probably  1,200  tons  are  in  the 
Algarve  section.    The,  entire  carry-over  is  in  the  hands  of' exporters  and 
middlemen  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the  growers. 

The  outlook  for  the  1948-49  season  seems  to  worry  the  industry 
considerably  in  view  of  the  carry-over  and  slowness  of  foreign  demand. 
Restrictive  measures-  by  the  governments  in  most  of  the  foreign  countries 
interested  in  almond  imports  has  dimmed  the  hopes  of  exporters  for  this 
coming  marketing  season.    One  ray  of  hope  was  expressed  with  the  signing  of 
an  agreement  with  Benelux  whereby  1,430  short  tons  of  almonds  would  be  granted 
import  permits  into  those  countries.    Exporters  here  in  Portugal,  however, 
are  skeptical  of  this  deal,  since,  they  point  out  that  buyers  in  the  Benelux 
countries  must  first  be  found  and  that  this  might  be  difficult  in  view  of 
lower  prices  in  other  Mediterranean  Basin  countries.    The  Agreement  does 
not  compel  the  Benelux  group  to  buy  Portuguese  almonds  but  only  provides 
the  issuance  of  permits  for  the  importation  of  this' tonnage . 

Exporters  also  have  some  hope  in  the  European  Recovery  Plan,  pointing 
out  that  the  United  Kingdom,  Western  Germany  and  other  countries  in  the  Plan 
are  traditionally  the  principal  buyers  of  Portuguese  products  such  as  almonds, 
figs,  and  carobs.    Brazil  and  possibly  some  other  South  American  countries 
are  expected  to  enter  the  market  for  a  nominal  tonnage.    At  present  the  carry- 
over plus  new  crop  this  fall  appear  to  be  a  burdensome  tonnage  for  this 

country  and  is  causing  considerable  concern.  

1/  Prepared  by  W.  R.  Schreiber    Foreign  Commodity  Specialist,  Office  of  Foreign 

Agricultural  Relations,  U.  S.  Dept  of  Agriculture,  at  Lisbon  Portugal, 

May  7,  1948.  ' 
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UNITED  STATES:    Imports  for,  consumption  of  shelled  and  unshelled  almonds 
from  specified  countries,  September-August  2946-47,  with  comparisons 
  .      ■.    (Short  .tons)  ,  .  r ■■  "  ■■  ■ 


Year  ■ 

:  French' 
:Morocco 

: Iran  . 

: Italy 

: Portugal  . 

: Spain 

t  '*■■■• 

:  Other ' 
^coun- 
tries 

:  Total  . 

'—rr-  

Shelled  ' 

Average : ' 

1942-46 

:  .  16  .: 

:  •  ^3  j 

712  ' 

•    •  769. 

:  4,619  ■ 

1   28  : 

;  6,l87 

1937 -46  • 

;  15 

r.   78  , 

_  5^0  ; 

487  . 
.     ...       v-  '. 

!   .'97  ";j 

3,647/ 

Annual : 

•  1942-43 

•:  .  '  1     -  l 

100  i 

48o ;,  •  1 

I    14  ! 

!    21  •  ! 

.  616 

'  ,  -    U       .  < 

t4 

Pi 

8  2^4 

1944-45  ■  ! 

r  ' "  15  • 

i+  : 

0  ! 

1,218  ,. 

,  8,061  ••  : 

27  : 

9,325 

1945-46  J 

:  28 

47  ' ! 

1,508  ; 

688  : 

'  7,l4o  ' 

26  : 

9,437 

1946-47  .  = 

'  .34  .  : 

51  : 

2,054  ! 

•  .187  «' 

.950  : 

25  : 

3,301 

1947-48  a/  : 

10  . 

12 

2,272  ! 

27.  ; 

1,414  . 

h  ; 

"  3,739  ; 

Unshelled  : 

Average  :■  : 

1942-46  -\ 

0  ! 

0  ! 

1  '. 

5  j 

201  ! 

2  ! 

209 

1937-46  : 

0  '. 

0  j 

.1  '. 

3  ; 

100  j 

1  j 

105 

Annual;  j 

1942-43      •  ; 

0  '. 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0  j 

0  ! 

0 

1943  -44  ■'. 

\j  • 

n 

W  « 

i4 

4^Q 

1944.1+5  ; 

0  : 

0  ! 

0  ! 

11  ! 

170 

0 

181 

1945.46.  ; 

0  '. 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0  j 

263  ', 

5-  1 

•      268 « 

1946-47  ; 

0  ! 

0  ! 

6  : 

0  ! 

145  ! 

6  : 

157  ' 

1947-48  a/« 

0  ! 

0  ! 

5  i 

0.  -! 

-  -  0  ! 

0  ! 

5 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Census, 
a/  7  months,  Sept  1947  through  March  1948, 


COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 


■     ;    GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

CUBA  IMP0ETS 
LESS  RICE  •    •  • 

Rice  imports  into< Cuba  during  the  first  quarter  of  1948  equalled  54 
million  pounds,  a  sharp  decline  "below  295  million  pounds  imported  during 
the  last  quarter  of  1947.    For  the  first  time  since  1946,.  significant 
quantities  were  received  from  countries  other  than  the  United  States.  Of 
total  imports  during  the  January -March  period,  4l  percent  came  from  Mexico, 
28  percent  from  the  United  States  and  24  percent  from  Ecuador, 

A  record  volume  of  398  million  pounds  imported  during  the  August- 
March  period  of  the  1947-48  marketing  year  compares  with  imports  of  274 
million. pounds  in  the  corresponding  period  of  the  preceding  year.  Imports 
in  April  1948' totaled  26  million  pounds,  of  which  15  million  were  from  the 
United  States,  10  million  pounds  from  Ecuador,  and  1  million  from  other 
countries,  according  to  weekly  reports,  of  ships1  manifests..  .,  -  . 
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CUBA:    Rice  imports ,.  January  -March  1948,  with  comparisons 


Country 

:  Average 

:  19^5 

;  1946 

;  1947 

:         January -March 

or  area 

:x  1937-^1 . 

:  1947 

:  1948 

'  Million 
pounds 

-Million 
.pounds 

•Million 
'pounds 

.Million 
.pounds 

:  Million 
;  pounds 

:  Million 
f  pounds 

Orient  [ 
United  States 

Chile 

Colombia  ] 
Mexico  ] 
Other  countries.,.^ 

\  ■  201  ; 
232  : 

o  ; 

0  | 

0  ; 

1  ; 

o  ; 

309  : 
! 

o  \ 
_   o'  ; 

7-  : 

0-  ; 
238  ; 

8  : 

13  ! 
0  ; 

21  ! 

!    0  ; 
-  613  : 

a/  , 

!    c  ■ ; 
%  : 

1        0  , 
147 

a/ 

0"  ; 

0  ; 
.  1 

;  0 

15 

',  15 

0 
0 
2Z 
4 

Total  • 

435  : 

384  : 

330  : 

■  621  : 

'  :  148  : 

•54 

Compiled  from  official  statistics,  except  for  January-March  1947  and  1948. 
a/  Less  than  500,000  pounds 

(Continued  on  page    393 ) 


LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

MILK  ARRIVALS  IN 
PARIS  INCREASE 

Milk  arrivals  in  Paris  have  increased  seasonally  to  over  one  million 
liters  per  day.    This    level  reached  on  April  27,  was  approximately  three 
weeks  earlier  than  last  year,  and  enabled  all  ration-card  holders  -to  receive 
their  milk  rations  and  daily  supplements  of  one-fourth  of  a  liter  to  be 
divided  equally  between  children  up  to  4  years  of  age,  and  those  4  to  10 
years  of  age  as  far  as  supplies  permit. 

Prior  to  April  27,  dally  milk  arrivals  in  1948  were  below  those  of 
1947.    During  and  since  the  war,  milk  arrivals  in  Paris  have  been  less  than 
the  pre-war  average  of  approximately  1.2  million  liters  per  day. . 

Because  of  smaller  supplies  of  fluid  milk  available  for  processing  and 
special  emphasis  upon  the  manufacture  of  dried  milk  for  infant  feeding, 
canned  milk  production  in  the  first  quarter  of  1948  was  42  percent  below  that 
of  the  corresponding  period  of  1947,  that  of  dried  milk  8l  percent  above. 


FRANCE:    Production  of  sweetened  condensed  milk,  unsweetened 
evaporated  milk  and  dried  milk,  first  quarter  1948 
and  1947 


Item 

First  Quarter 

First  Quarter 

1946 

1947 

19  4b1        :  1947 

1,000  : 
pounds 

1,000  ; 
pounds 

Percent 

Condensed  milk 
Evaporated  milk 
Dried  Milk 

:     3,350  : 
:  955 

863  : 

:  6,193 
1,174 

477 

I  54 
!  81 
181 

(Continued  on  Page  392) 
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■  -  :     ■  TEOPICAL.  PRODUCTS: 
FRENCH  CAMEROONS  .INCREASE  "'  tr  " 

cacao  production.:   :    - •.    ;  '■  :  /.  Ir.  :  

.  .    Cacao -production  " in '  the  "Trench  Cameroons,  and  French  'Equatorial  Africa 
from  October  1,  ~X$k7j  to  September  3.0, ; 19^8,  is  estimated  at  90  million 
pounds:,  ..mostly  from' the.  Cameroonsy' which  is  about  9  percent  larger  than 
the  19^-6-^7  'crop  and  33  percent  above  the  prewar  average.-"   This  is  in 
sharp,  contrast  to  the  situation;  in  other  French;  colonies  and  in  British . 
West  Africa  where  cacao!  production  has  been  below  the  prewar  level  in  reoent 
years;  ,.    • ::        .  •„  ;. 

Although  there  is  considerable  additional  land  in  the  Cameroons  suitable 
for  cacao  growing,  further  extension,  of  ~.culti-vat  ion-  -is-  -not-  contemplated  at 
present.    Oh  the  basis  of  existing  trees:,  numbered  at  125 ,700 ,000 ^  however, 
it  is  expected that. .production •  will-  exceed"'100  ;MllT6n. pounds  by  - .  1952 •  -No 
appreciable  increase- in  output  is  likely  in  French  Equatorial.  Africa,  since 
the  amount  of  suitable  land  is  limited  and  transportation  facilities  lacking. 
Production  in  Equatorial  Africa  during  lSk"{-k8  i0  estimated  at  3  to  h  million 
pounds . 

The  quality  of  the  cacao  beans  from  the  19^7-^8  crop  is  said  to  be 
considerably  below  that  of  the  previous  crop,  in  spite  of  improvement  efforts 
made  by  French  authorities.    The  Agricultural  Service  is  endeavoring  to  teach 
the  natives  to  harvest  only  ripe  fruit  and  to  cure  the  beans  according  to  an 
approved  process.    A  decree  of  June  15,  19*1-6,  to  be  effective  in  all  French 
cacao  producing  areas  during  the  l$hd*-H9  season,  prescribes  standards  of 
quality,  wrapping  and  marking:,  and  provides  for  official  inspection  and 
grading.    This,  measure  should  result  in  a  more  uniform  and  higher  grade  • 
product  from  the  Cameroons. 

Cacao  diseases  of  a  serious  nature,  such  as  swollen  shoot,  have  not 
as  yet  appeared  in  the  Cameroons,    It  is  reported  that  in  an  effort  to  keep 
diseases  under  control,  Government ' sanitary  units  visit  cacao  farmers 
regularly,  spraying  the  trees  and  removing  all  dried  or  decayed  fruit.  Weak 
or  non-productive  trees  are  destroyed  and  replaced  with  selected  plants. 
The  Experiment  Station  at  Ebolowa  in  the  Cameroons' '  conducts  research  on   •  - 
cacao  growing.    Experiments  are  being  carried' out  on  preparation  of  the  soil, 
grafting  of  trees,  spacing,  and  the  use  'of  shade  trees.    Considerable  attentio 
also  is  given  to  selecting  high-yielding,-  disease -resistant  planting  stock. 

INCREASE  IN  JAVA1 S  , 
TEA  PRODUCTION       "        ■':  '  "    '  '  \ 

At  the  end  of  March  19^8  tea  was  being  produced  on  51_  estates. -in  Java,  -• 
all  located  in  _the..  districts,  of  •  Bui-teaaoi^y"'  P^ianger,"''e«d''Batavia  in  West 
Java,'  and  pruning',  and.  maintenance -.work- was.  being' "done  on  eleven  additional 
estates.'  In  these  same. districts  before  World  War        there  were  272  tea 
estates,  occupying- 226,000  acres  with  an  annual  output  of  about  122  million1 
pounds  or  about"  90  percent  of  Java:' s  total,  tea-production. 

Production  in  January  and  February  19^8  from  the  51  operating  estates  - 
totaled  1,196,000  pounds  of  dry  tea.    In  addition  873,000  pounds  of  dry  tea 
were  processed  from  tea  purchased  from  the:natives.    .Production  for  all  : 
Java  in  19^8  may  total  25,000,000  pounds,  of  which  about  21,000,000  pounds 
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would,  be  available  for  export.    In  1947  only  2,400,000  pounds  of  tea  were 
produced. 

■On  26  of  the  estates,  equipment  is  available  for  processing  the  freshly 
plucked  tea,    The  other  25  estates  deliver  their  tea  to  these  estates  for 
processing.     In  addition,  there  are  four  factories,  not  attached  to  any  estate, 
which  process  tea  purchased  from  the  natives,. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 


COTTON -PR ICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton-price  quotations  on  foreign 
markets,  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange? 


COTTON:    Spot  prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
and  qualities-  in  specific  markets  


Price  in  ^Equivalent 

Market  location, 

Date 

Unit  of 

Unit  of  ) 

foreign  :U.S.  cents 

kind,  and  quality  * 

1948 

weight 

currency  \ 

currency  :per  pound 

Alexandria  * 

Kan tar 

A  Ft  hvt\ m  1  n  i      flood  > 

•    QQ   OS    1  hFt 

J.  a.  J-  a-dx  x 

.  .  85 . 00 

:     ■  70,92 

As hmouni    F.G^F  » •  •   .  • 

ti 

;  II 

;        it  j 

.(not  quoted) 

G-iza  7    Good.  ......  • 

t! 

It  ; 

1         n  ; 

(not  quoted) 

II 

;         it  ; 

*         "  • 

(not  quoted) 

M 

tt 

it  j 

111.00 

:  92.61 

II  ; 

11 

!        "  1 

105.00' 

87.6O 

Bombay                         ;  * 

Candy 

" 

.784  lbs. 

'Rupee 

.  775.00= 

29.82 

11  ' 

it  ' 

!        ti  J 

950.00' 

:  36.56 

Punjab      "        289-F,  Fine . ; 

it 

ti 

;         tt  ; 

(not  quoted) 

11 

•\      11                   _  ; 

>         u  j 

(not  quoted) 

Kampala,  East  African. .  5 . .  " 

it 

;  11 

11  • 

(not  available 

Buenos  Aires  : 

:Metric  ton 

5-14 

2204.6-  lbs. 

:Peso  : 

3 , 100 .00 

41.87 

Lima  • 

:Sp,  quintal 

'  33.98 

5-13 

:  101.4  lbs. 

•Sol 

.  224.00 

11 

•  11  » 

(not  quoted) 

Recife                        ■  '• 

'Arroba 

5-14 

!  33.07  lbs.' 

;Cruzeir.p  • 

•  '  I55.OO 

'  '.25.50 

1! 

>  11 

I65.OO 

:  .27.15 

Sao  Paulo  ! 

tl 

•  11 

>      it  j 

185 • 50 

30.52 

Torreon 

:Sq.  quintal 

Middling,  15/16"  ! 

It 

!   101.4  lbs.' 

:Peso  5 

I67.OO 

->..  33.88 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 
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FATS  AND  OILS 

PHILIPPINES  EXPECT  TO  EXPORT 
LESS  COPRA  LURING  APRIL- JUNE  l/ 

April  copra  shipments  from  the  Philippines  amounted  to  56,482  long 
tons  compared  with  53,338  (revised)  in  March  and  88,584  in  April  19^7  • 
Because  of  reduced  copra  output ,  shipments  during  the  second  quarter  are 
not  expected  to  exceed  130,000  tons,  which  would. ."be.  one-third  less  than 
in  January -March.    Only  1,726  (as  copra  2,740)  tons  of  coconut  oil  left 
the  country  in  April.    The  January-April  total  of  11,174  "was  all  destined' 
to  the  United  States. 


PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS: 


Copra  exports,  April  1948  with  comparisons 
(Long  tons) 


Country  a/ 


Average 


1935-39 


19^7  b/ 


Bi -Zonal 
Italy  . .  . 


Germany 


7,260 


United  States  (total): 

Atlantic  Coast 

Gulf  Coast  

Pacific1  Coast 

Canada.  

Mexico  v   = . : 

Panama  C.  Z. 
Columbia 
Venezuela 
Austria  * 
Belgium 

Czechoslovakia  •  : 

Denmark  ; 

France    :  24,589 


10 


6,025 


.  7,309 
.  ':  4,079 

Netherlands  28,415 

Norway   :  91 

Poland   : 

Sweden  . . . . »  

Switzerland  - 

United  Kingdom ...... 

Yugoslavia   

India  

Japan   

Palestine  . . . .  •  • 

Egy  pt  

Fr .  Morocco   

Un.  of  So.  Africa  •  •  • 

Others  •  

Total 


206, 80-1 1  585,620 
116,034 
77,155 
392,431 
16,607 
1,500 
1,009 
5,300 
7,862 
6,000 
10,306 
7,676 
44,823 
73,232 
11,220 
26,076 
7,962 

15,719 
21,762 
11,898 
12,379 
24,250 
13,283 
13,200 
16,100 
•  7,510 
3,560 
6,050 
16,579 

 949 

968^432 


4,183 
80 

1,047 
1,271 


299, 83B: 


Jan. -Mar t 


1948  b/. 


113,493 
13,440 
22,010 
78,043 
8,5^9 

407 
850 


1,000 


10,234 
23,919 

7,050 
97 

14 , 000 
3,498 


18,339 


April 
1947  \>f    ;  1948  b/ 


44,650 
2,914 
21,225 

20, 511- 
•   ■  500 


•  5,500- 
881- 

3,000 
11,650 

10,967 


1,000 


821 

533 

;••  •  •  3,000 
6,082 


26,503 
3,191 
3,300 

20,012 
3, 000- 

•954. 


6,000 


3,275 
3,500 
4,850 
1,000 

900 
6,ooo 

500 


American  Embassy,  Manila, 
a/  Declared  destination.      h/  Subject  to  revision. 

l/  A  more  extensive  statement  regarding  Far  Eastern  Copra  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
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Total  copra  production  for  194'8  ia  forecast  at  800,000  tons.    Of •  this  ,:; 
quantity  approximately  625,000  tons  will  "be  exported ' and  75 , 000  processed 
into  coconut  oil  for  export,.    About  100,000  tons  will,  "be  crushed  .locally 
to  supply  the  Philippines  with  edible  oil,  soap,  vegetable  lard,  and  margarine, 
This  year's  estimate  of  desiccated  coconut  production  is.  now . revised  to: be- 
tween' 50,000  and  :55jQ0O  tons.    An  earlier  forecast  was  90,000  to  100,000  tons, 

Manila  is  the  central  location  for  the  largest  number  of  coconut  oil 
mills  in  the  Philippines,  with  five  plants  operating  at  the  present  time. 
The  largest  crushing  mill  outside  of  Manila  is  the  one  which  recently  opened 
in  Cebu.    San  Pablo,  laguna  Province,  is  the  site  of  another  fairly  large 
plant.    In  addition,  there  are  probably  eight  or  ten  smaller  mills  with 
one  or  two  expellers  operating  in  various  other  sections. 

Buying  prices  for  copra  in  mid-May,  Manila,  ranged  from  59  bo  60 
pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($299.70  to  $304 o80  per  long  ton)  and  coconut  oil 
1.08  pesos  per  kilogram  ($548.65  per  ton) .    Sales  of  copra  were  reported 
at  $330.00  per  ton  f.o.b.    Both  buying  and  selling  prices  were  the  highest 
ever  received  for    copra  in  the  Philippines, 

ARGENTINA  HARVESTS  NEAR- 
RECORD  SUNFLOWER -SEED  CROP 

The  first  official  estimate  from  Argentina  indicates  that  a  near- 
record  sunf lower-seed  crop  is 'being  harvested.    Production  is  placed  at 
1,183,319 'short  tons,  56  percent  greater  than  the  final  19^7  estimate  of 
758,603 : tons . and  19  percent  greater  than  last  year's  Comparable' estimate 
of  995,377  tons.    Argentina" s -record  sunflower-seed  crop  was ■ produced  in- 1944 
when  the  final  estimate  came: to  1,141,983  tons.    The ' first . estimate  for  this 
crop  had  been  1,322,760,.  The  planted- area  for , the  1948. crop  amounted  to 
3,913,570  acres,  according  to- the  .second -off icial  estimate. 

CHINA'S  SESAME -SEED                 :"/                                        !  !    '  ' 

PROSPECTS  DISCOURAGING  .•■  '     '  i.   '  


China's  1948  sesame-seed  acreage  and  production -are  expeote'd -to  

continue  the  downward  trend  of  the  past  few  years  as  '-the'. result. -of 'growing, 
disturbances  in  the  important  sesame  producing' areas  In  Honan,-  Hupehy -and 
the  northeast  provinces.    Consequently  prospects  for  any  exportable  surplus 
are  regarded  very  poor.      '      '  \  . 


In- 1947  China,  .excluding-.  Manchuria,  produced'  approximately'  '709  fiOO 
short  tons  of  sesame -seed,  about  8  percent  less  than  In' 1946'"  and  24''  -percent 
less  than  the  1931-37  average..   :The  output  in  Nationalist '  controlled 
Manchuria  was  also  considerably  :below ..normal,  being  estimated  at only  8,800 
-tons.    Devastation 'by  continuous  military,  operations  in  the  .-important 
sesame-seed  areas  is.,  considered  the -principal  cause  of  the  continued  decrease 
in"  production . 

7)omestic  demands  for  both  oil  and- seed  remain  high.    Exports  for  the 
1946-47  crop  year,  beginning  October  1,  totalled  4,090  tons,  representing 
only  6  percent  of  the  1935-39  average.    Of  this  amount  only  9  percent  went 
to  the  United  States  whereas  in  prewar  years  this  country  received  approximately 
40  percent  of  China's  total  sesame-seed  exports.    Although  still  far  below 
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prewar ,  Europe  took  89  percent  of  the  1946-47  total.     Prospects  indicate 
that  the  present  small  export  volume  will  continue  for  some  time,. 

Latest  reported  quotations  for  sesame  seed  and  oil  are  5,400,000 
and  9,200,000  China  National  dollars  per  shih  picul  ($300  and  $515  per 
short  ton),,  .respectively,.    Prices  are  expected  to  increase  "because  of  general 
economic  conditions,  the  decreasing  supply  of  sesame  seed,  and  the  dis-  . 
couraging  production  prospects „ 

ARGENTINE  CATTLE -FAT 
EXF0RTS  DE0P  IN  MARCH 

The  following  tahle  shows  Argentine  tallow  and  cattle -fat  exports  "by 
country  of  destination,  March  1948  with  comparisons: 


ARGENTINA:  Tallow  and  cattle -fat  exports,  March  1948  with  comparisons 

(Gross  weight) 


Country  of  destination 


Average 
1935-39 


19^7 


J  anuary  -Mar ch 


19^7 


1948" 


March 
1948 


North  America: 

Canada  

Cuba  

Mexico  

Others  

Total 
South  America , , , , 
Europe : 

Belgium. ....... 

France  , 

Italy  .,. 

Netherlands , . . . , 

Sweden. 

Switzerland. . . . , 
United  Kingdom. 

Others. ,  

Total. ... ... 

China,.,,.. . .  . ..... , , . 

Soviet  Union..,., 
Others  


Short 
tons 

7 

377 
11 

9,935 


10,330 
1,914 

2,97^ 
937 
2,082 

7,875 
1,695 
1,133 
17,903 
18,063 
52,662 


102 


232 


Grand  total.... 


65,240 


Short 
tons 


15 

659 
799 


Short 
tons 


656 
247 


Short 
tons 

6,380 
a/  1,767 

102 


1,473 

1,596 
1,238 
3,481 
2,988 
2,513 

1,202 

c/  19,374 
10^904 


903 


43,296 


"2754^" 

674 

96 

2,366 

2,343 
185 

1,541 

1,087 


-87249 


72 
4,508 
589 


87292 


1,045 

441 

3,886 
13 

553 

481 
2,363 
1,255 


"W 

226 


"87992" 


402 


54,745 


12,034 


18,688 


Short 
tons 


689 
102 


791 


~2I8" 

150 
99 

237 
2,103 


2,5^ 


3,598 


Compiled  from  official  sources  and  consular  reports a  ~ 

a/  Includes  6 12  tons  formerly  reported  as  destined  to  Mexico,  "b/  Includes  630  ton: 

formerly  reported  as  destined  to  Switzerland,  c/  Revised. 
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DOMINICAN  KERJBLIC  ANTICIPATES 
NEAR -RE  COED  PEANUT  OUTPUT 

The  Dominican  Republic  is  expected  to  produce  approximately  9,900 
short  tons  of  peanuts  in  1948  should  favorable  growing  conditions  prevail. 
This  output  would  approach  the  record  of  10,000  tons  harvested  in  1945.  In 

1947,  8,970  tons  were  realized  from  43,400  acres  compared  with  8,890  tons 
from  28,900  acres  in  1946„    The  small  yield  for  1947  (413  pounds  per  acre 
compared  with  615  in  1946)  was  due  to  drought  conditions  during  the  summer 
and  early  fall  months  in  the  important  peanut  growing  areas 0 

The  government-owned  peanut  mill  (Sociedad  Industria  Dominicana)  normally 
"buys  from  80  to  85  percent  of  the  crop  and  still  pays  growers  $6.00  per 
100  pounds  (the  same  as  last,  fall)  for  unshelled  peanuts  in  the  field..  The 
price  is  established  and  is  likely  'to  remain  at  the  same  level  throughout 

1948.  Since  it  is  not  the  practice  to  keep  stocks  of  peanuts  on  hand,  the' 
factory  works  at  capacity  only  when  the  main  crop  is  being  harvested  (July- 
December)  j  and  during  the  "off-season"  operations  are  reduced  by  approximately' 
30  peroent. 

The  Sociedad  Industria  Dominicana  reported  an  output  of  approximately 
1,100  tons  of  oil  for  1947  compared  with  1,500  in  1946  and  a  preliminary 
forecast  of  1,300  for  1948.    The  oil  extraction  rate  of  unshelled  peanuts 
is  only  25  percent  in  the  Dominican  Republic  against  the  United  States 
rate  of  29.    Most  of  the  peanut  cake  is  consumed  locally  for  making  prepared 
animal  feed;  small  quantities  are  exported,  principally  to  Puerto  Rico. 

Coconut  production  for  1947  is  estimated  at  12.9  million  nuts.  Though 
the  Dominican  Bureau  of  Statistics  reports  annual  coconut  production  at 
approximately  20  million  nuts,  trade  estimates  place  the  output  from  8  to 
15  million.    The  principal  producing  area  is  around  the  Samana  Bay,  although 
during  the  past  few  years  increased  plantings  have  been  made  in  several 
agricultural  districts,  notably  near  San  Cristobal  and  the  Cibao  Valley. 

The  desiccated  coconut  plant,  since  starting  operations  last  August, 
reports  an  output  up  to  April  1  of  approximately  8,000  bags  of  80  pounds 
each,  all  of  which  were  exported.    The  United  States  has  been  the  principal 
market. 

The  1947  output  of  coconut  oil  is  estimated  at  approximately  220  tons, 
the  same  as  in  1946.    Most  of  the  oil  is  consumed  by  the  local  soap  industry. 
The  manager  of  the  peanut  oil  factory  expects  delivery  of  two  presses  from 
the  United  States  during  October,    Plans  call  for  the  production  of  coconut 
oil  and  perhaps  cottonseed  oil  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the 
Republics  requirements. 

Dominican  lard  production  in  1947  amounted  to  3,300  tons,  which  is 
about  25  percent  less  than  the  output  a  year  ago.    An  unofficial  estimate 
places  inedible  tallow  output'  at  579  tons,  almost  all  of  which  is  consumed 
by  the  soap  Industry *    There  is  believed  to  be  no  production  of  edible 
tallow  in  the  Republic. 

CANADIAN  FARMERS  INDICATE 
LARGER  FLAXSEED  ACREAGE 

Canadian  farmers  have  indicated  that  they  will  plant  1.7  million 
acres  of  flaxseed  in  1948,  which  is  approximately  the  same  as  the 
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corresponding  forecast  last  year  "but  is  8  percent  apove  -the'  final  acreage 
estimate.    While  "both  Ontario  and  British  Columbia  plan;  larger  .flaxseed 
acreages,  Manitoba  anticipates  the  most  substantial  increase.  Decreases 
are  expected  in  Albe'rta  7arid  'Saskatchewan,    The.  latter.  Province  normally 
accounts  for  the  "bulk ' of Canada ' s  flaxseed..  •  •  .  :'  nv  pj 

>  ;  .  \;      -  v  ':        '::  (Continued  on  Page  395)      -;  : 

--  'l:  •■  'u'r':  ■  ■' 1       ;  '■■<■■:■:  ■  TOBACCO. ".  ■  .,&^;^^^-J   .  j 

EGYPT'S  TOBACCO  IMPORTS  •      "  ;;;.v~:V.  ■ 
CONTINUE  HIGH 

As  a  result  "of  continued  large. demand- for  tobacco  products  in 
Egypt/  which  developed,  with  wartime  prosperity,  imports  of  leaf  tobacco 
into  the;  country  in  1947  were  practically  double  prewar  imports,  but  were 
slightly  below  record  1946  imports,.  . 

.Egypt  depends  entirely  on  imported  leaf .for  use  in  its  manufacture  of 
tobacco  products.    In  prewar  years,  over  80  percent  of  the  leaf  consumed 
was  Oriental-type  tobacco  from  Turkey,  Greece,  and  Bulgaria,  and  light 
f  iller-ty-pes  from  Japan  and  China.    Imports -from  the  United  .States,  represented 
less  than. 10  percent  of  the  total.    Since  the  war,  imports  from  the. United 
States  have  represented  somewhat  more  than- 1.0  percent  of  the  total,,  and  it 
is  reported  that  , if  ample  exchange  were  available  current  imports  of  flue- 
cured  leaf  from  the  United  States  would  now  represent  an  even  larger  pro- 
portion. •  Flue -cured  leaf  for  use  in  the  production  of  British-type  cigarettes 
is  growing  in  popularity  in  the  country,  "but,  as  a  result  of  exchange 
difficulties,  a  large  percentage  of  the  country's  requirements  for  this 
type  is  obtained  from' India  and  Southern  Rhodesia.  ■ 


EGYPT:    Imports  of  leaf  tobacco,  averages  1936-40  and  1941-45,  . 
.  ,  •    and  annual  1946  and  1947  ■ 


Country  of.  Origin 

• 

:  Average 
:  1936-40 

5  Average 
:  1941-45  a/ 

1  • 

:  .  1946  • 

1947 

:  1,000 

;    1,000  ■ 

:      1,000  :■ 

1,000 

:  pounds 

pounds 

:  pounds: 

pounds 

Turkey                          :     '    1,760  ; 
Greece    '                -      :        2,023  : 
China     :%   ,           :    ,  :       1,394  ; 
Japan  ■    1    '.  : ;   ■            :        3,215  « 
Bulgaria                      :        1  655  : 
United  States              :        1,263  ; 
Indi,a     ; _  _                    ;           b/  : 
South  African '.Countries         "b/  : 
All  others  '       '  ■•'•■          .  1,586  j 

"     9,561  r 
..      686  "  • 

•52I  ! 

"■  :=    831  ' 
•'         363"  3 
3,787  : 
M  : 

■  :  4,362 

13/372  :  : 
:         331  : 

■  •     '  -109  : 
48  : 

32    :  ■ 

4,774  : 
1,098  : 
4,407 
;     2,376  : 

10,624 

'927 
'  376" 
27 
476 

:  3,6?4' 
1,291 
4, 53-3' 
■  '   2 ,720 

.  i  >,;  '  Total  ' :  '  •■ 

:  :  ■    12,896  : 

20,111  :^":: 

'26,54.7  r 

•  ,•.(■ 
24-,  648 

a/  Annual  data  for  194l  through  1944  and  10  months  January 
through  October  1945.    b/    Included  with  others.',   •  ,; 


Source*,  Summaries  of  Foreign  Trade  ..of  Egypt. 
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SWITZERLAND'S  TOBACCO ' CONSUMPTION 
AT  KECOED  LEVEL 

The  consumption  of  leaf  tobacco  in  products  manufactured  in  Switzerland 
in  19^7  is  believed  to  have  exceeded  the  record  1946  consumption.  Leaf 
imports  in  1947  were  also  at  a  record  level,  and  the  country's  domestic 
crop  was  near  the  record  1946  production. 

As  a  result  of  high  purchasing  power  in  the  country-  and  a  record 
export  of  tobacco  products,  consumption  of  leaf  in'  the  country  in  1947  is 
estimated  to  have  totaled  about  27,000,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  record  in  1946  of  25,040,000  pounds  and  the  prewar  average  of 
about  17,000,000  pounds.    Per  capita  consumption  of  products  in  the  country 
continued  at  record  levels  during  I9U7  and  the  official  reported  exports 
of  tobacco  products,  largely  cigarettes  to  Italy,  totaled  1,846,000  pounds, 
as  compared  with  667,000  in  1946.    The  increase  in  consumption  of  tobacco 
products  In  Switzerland  over  the  prewar  level  has  been  largely  in  increased 
consumption  of  cigarettes.    In  1947,  cigarettes  accounted  for  4l  percent 
of  the  leaf  used  in  the  manufacture  of  products,  cigars  38  percent,  and 
smoking  tobacco  21  percent.    In  prewar  years,  cigarettes  accounted  for 
approximately  32  percent  of  leaf  consumption,  cigars- 45  percent,  and  smoking 
tobacco  23  percent. 

Switzerland's  1947  domestic  production  of  tobacco  is  estimated  at 
5,512,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  the  record  1946  harvest  of  6,4*1-7,000 
pounds  and  the  average  1941-45  production  of  4,354,000  pounds.    There  was 
little  change  in  1946  and  1947  In  the  acreage  planted  to  tobacco,  and 
unconfirmed  reports  indicate  that  the  1948  acreage  will  approximately  equal 
that  of  the  past  two  years. 


SWITZERLAND: 


Imports  of  Leaf  Tobacco,  Average  1936-40  and  1941-45 
and  Annual  1946  and  1947 


Country  of  Origin 


United  States 
Brazil 

Netherlands  Indies 

Greece 

Italy 

Dominican  Republic 

Argentina 

Turkey 

Bulgaria 

Other 

Total 


Average 
1936-40 


1,000 
pounds 

6,307 
2,661 
2,430 
1,001 
915 
720 

179 
363 

353 
1,204 


Average 
1941-^5 


1,000 
pounds 


5,606 
3,396 
1,274 
854 
2,008 
875 
285 
1,409 
535 
657 


16,899. 


1946 


1,000 

pounds 

8,263 
4,259 

558 
-  223 

605 
1,194 

995 
1,616 

448 
1^171 


19,332 


1947 


1,000 

pounds 


10,670 
4,678 
582 
769 
1/ 
1,356 

990 
1,585 
*  399 
1,224 

22,253' 


l/  If  any,  included  in  others. 

Source:    Swiss  Federal  Statistical  Office. 
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Leaf  imports  into  Switzerland  in  19^6  'totaled  22,253', 000  pounds,'  as 
compared  with  19,332,000  in  19^6  and  average  imports  during  the  preceding 
10  years  of  l6,5l6,000  pounds.    The  data  for  19^6  and  19^7  show  a  sub- 
stantially higher  proportion  of  the  total  imports  from  the  United  States 
than  during  the  preceding  years „    The  iproportion  of  imports  from  Brazil, 
Dominican  Republic,  and  Argentina,  principally  cigar  tobacco,  was  also 
larger,  as  a  result  of  curtailed  imports • from  the  Netherlands  Indies . 
Imports  in  19^-6  and  19^-7  from  the  Oriental-type  tobacco  producing  countries 
of  Greece,  Turkey,  and  Bulgaria  represented  about  the  same  proportion  of 
total  imports  as  they  did  in  previous  years .  . 

ALGIERS 1  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  AND,  : 
EXPORT  LOW;  CONSUMPTION  HIGH       r  • 

■  Algiers'  19^7  tobacco  production  and  exports  were  substantially  below 
average,  imports  during  the  year  were  slightly  below  prewar  but  "'consumption 
of  products  in  the  country  was  at  a  record  level. 

Leaf  production  in  Algeria  in  19^7  is  estimated  at  31,526,000  pounds, 
as  compared  with  37^78} 000  in  19^6  and  the  prewar  average,  1935-39,  of 
38,667,000  pounds.    The  low  19^7  crop  is  attributed  ■  to  shortages  in  fuel 
and  agricultural  machinery.    Information  regarding  the  19^-8  crop  is  not 
available,  but,  in  view  of  an  anticipated  increase  in  the  manufacture  of 
products  in  the  country,  it  is  expected  that  an  effort  will  be  made  to 
increase  production;  to  at  least  the  prewar  average*         •'  :  <  ; 

Exports  of  leaf  in  19^7,  principally  to  France  and  areas  within  the 
French  Union,  totaled  20,507,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  only  1,735,000 
in  19^6  and  the  prewar,  1935-38,  average  of  27. ,220, 000  pounds.    The  short 
19^7  crop,  together  with  anticipated  expansion  of  production  of  products 
in  19^8,.  is-  expected  to  curtail  19^8  exports  and  they  are' forecast  at 
15,500,000  pounds,  '  ; 

Leaf  imports:  into  Algeria  in  19^7>  largely  from  Brazil  and  the 
Dominican  Republic,  were  near  the  prewar  level, totaling  7,671,000  pounds 
as  compared  with  6,726,000  in  1946  and , the  prewar,  1935-39,  average  of 
8,060,000  pounds.'  If -sufficient  foreign  exchange  is  available,  it  is 
expected  that  19^8  imports  will  total  about  9,000,000  pounds. 

As  a  result  of  a  large  domestic  and  export  demand  for  tobacco  products, 
leaf  used  in  the  manufacture . of  products  in  Algeria  in  19 was  at  a  record 
level,  totaling  about  20,000,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  the  prewar  ' 
average  of  approximately  13,000,000  pounds.    Demand  for  products  in  19^7 
was  above  factory  output.    Inability  to  produce  the  entire  demand  was 
caused  by  low  leaf  stocks,  particularly  imported -.leaf ,  by  shortages  in 
paper  for  packaging,  and,  in  .some  cases,  by  the  poor  condition  of  manufactur 
ing  equipment.    Attempts  are  :being  made  to  correct  these  conditions,1  and  it 
is  probable  that  consumption  :of  loaf  in  19^8.  .will  slightly  exceed  the'  - 
19V7  record;:.         ;  '  '     "  . 
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ALGERIA:    Imports  and  exports  of  leaf  tobacco,  Pre-war  average  " 
1946  and  1947 


Country  of  Origin 
and  Destination 

• 

:  Average 
s  1935-39 

:  1946 

:  19^7 

IMPORTS 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

United  States 
Brazil 

Dominican  Republic 
Paraguay 

Philippine  Islands 
Other 

\  818 
;  2,333 
r  2,051 
i  332 
i  530 
:  1,99° 

:  1,155 
:  2,716 
:  2,222 
:  216 
:  0 
:  417 

:  558 
:  2,33^ 
:  3,^58 
:  77 
:  2 

:  1,242 

Total  j 

8,060 

6,726  ; 

7,671 

EXPORTS  a/  ; 

France 

French  Indo  China  : 
French  Morocco  • 
Tunisia        •  ; 
Belgium  ; 
Other  : 

21,938  \ 
791  j 
654  : 
227  • 
120  ; 
3,490  1 

209  5 

0  : 
509  : 
1,016  : 

0  : 

1  : 

15,353 
1,047 
1,316 
2,163 
324 
304 

Total  ; 

27,220  : 

1,735  ! 

20,507 

a/  Average  exports  for  the  four  years  1935-38.  Data  for  1939  not 
available „ 


Source;  Algerian  Customs. 

Most  of  the  increase  over  prewar  years  in  the  consumption  of  products 
in  Algeria  has  occurred  in  consumption  of  cigarettes.    In  prewar  years 
approximately  5,^00,000  pounds  of  cigarettes  were'  consumed  annually,  where- 
as the  consumption  in  1947  was  about  11^000,000  pounds.    The  1947  consumption 
of  snuff  and  chewing  tobacco' was  also  above  the  prewar  level,  but  consumption 
of  cigars  and  pipe  tobacco  was  below  prewar. 

TURKEY'S  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  "  : 
EXCEEDS  MARKET  OUTLETS  :  ; 

Turkey  has  an  excessive 'export  surplus  of  leaf  tobacco  as  a  result  of 
a  near-record  production  of  tobacco  in  I945  and  record  crops  in  1946  and 
1947.    The  surplus  is  largely  lower  grades,  for  which  the  export  market 
is  limited. 

The  1945  Turkish  crop  was  officially  estimated  at  153,372,000  pounds, 
which  exceeded  the  production  of  previous  years  except  for  the  record  crops 
of  1927,  1936,  1937  and  1940.    Despite  stock  accumulation  from  the  1945  crop, 
the  acreage  was  increased  in  1946  and  a  record  production  of  202,823  000 
pounds  was  attained, 
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Carry-over  of  export  supplies,  largely-  of  low-grade  tobacco,  from  the  1946 
and  earlier  crops,  were  estimated  as  high  as  100,000,000  pounds,    This  still 
did~not  discourage  production,  and,  according  to  recent  official  estimates, 
a  record  area"- of  299,000  acre's:  was  planted  and  harvested"  in' 1947.    The  crop 
totaled  198,000,000  pounds  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  -increase  the  export 
surplus  to  about  150,000,000  pounds.    Reports  as  late  as :  March  1948 
indicated  that  there '  prohahly  "' would  he'no  limitation  of  acreage  in  19^8, 
and  that  there  would  "be  another  large  crop  which  would  add  to  the  export 
surplus,  .  '•         ;  : 

Turkish  tobacco  is  classified- into,  two  general  grade  classes:  the 
high  grades  or  so-called  American  class,  and-. low  grade,  or  European  class. 
Exports  of  American  grades  have  increased,  hut  not  in  proportion  to  the 
large  increase  in  production.    :Exports  to  the  United  States  in  19^7  totaled 
59,^38,000  pounds,  .as  compared  with  33,322,000  in  1946,  and  the  5-year 
average  1941-45  of  35,284,000  pounds.    Exports  of  the  low  grades  to  European 
countries  have  teen  curtailed,  primarily  as  a  result  of  Germany's  inability 
to  purchase  tobacco,  "In  1947  exports  to' countries  other  than  the  United  States 
totaled  only  33,801,000  pounds,  as  compared  with  29,587,000  pounds  in  1946, 
and  the  5 -year  average,  1941-45,  of  47,300,000  pounds.  .     •  "  ■ 

TURKEY;    Exports  of  leaf  tobacco,  average  1936-40  and  1941-45 
and  1946  and  1947 


Country  of  Destination 


.1936-40 


Average 


1941-4! 


1946 


1947 


United- States  ' 

Czechoslovakia 

Egypt 

Germany 

Finland 

Netherlands 

Uni  ted 'King  dom 

Switzerland" 
•Belgium. 

France ' 

Sweden 

Denmark 

Norway 

All  others 


Total 


I,  000 
pounds 

23,069 
2,526 
2,060 

30,490 
1,464 
2,407 

1,343 
426 
704 

1,146 
648 
222 
422 

II,  001 


a/  If  any,  included  in  othe r s 


77,928 


1,000 
pounds 

35,284 
392 
12,606 
20,406" 
1,242 

779 
4,494 
1,670 

172 
1,600 

288 

759 
88 

2,804 


82,584 


1,000 
pounds 

33,322 

1,119 
10,540 

a/ 
1,089 
1,7^2 
3,582 
1,5^8 
2,453 
1,925 
1,005 
1,549 
1,106 
1,929 


62,909 


1,000 
pounds 


59,438 
10,849 
8,688 

a/ 
2,099 
1,398 
l,l6o 
1,409 
1,9-62 
.  869- 
699 
15 
139 
4,51^ 


■93,239 


Source:    Turkish  Central  Office  of  Statistics 
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Reports  from  United  States  sources  indicate  that  purchases  from  Turkey 
are  not  likely  to  continue  at  the  high  19^7  level  and  reports  from  European 
countries  indicate  that  their  future  requirements  for  Turkish  leaf  may  not 
greatly  exceed  their  relatively  low  requirements  in  19^6  and  19^7 •    It  is 
expected  that  Germany  will  import  some  Turkish  leaf  in  future  years.  Future 
takings  by  Germany,  however,  likely  will  be  offset  by  decreased  purchases  by 
other  European  Countries  where  imports  in  19^6  and  19^7  were  increased  as  a 
result  of  low  stocks. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 
(Continued  from  Page  38O) 

ALL  CLASSES  OF  HOGS 
IN  DENMARK  DECLINE 

Hog  numbers  in  Denmark,  according  to  the  May  1  census,  have  dropped 
25  percent  since  a  year  ago.    The  total  number  of  hogs  is  1,317,000  head, 
compared  with  1,751,000  a  year  earlier  and  all  classes  of  hogs  have  declined. 

Bred  sows  of  126,000  are  13  percent  below  the  1^5,000  head  reported  a 
year  ago  and  total  sows  declined  from  220,000  of  last  year  to  171,000  head, 
a  drop  of  22  percent.-   Suckling  pigs,  however,  showed  the  largest  decline, 
dropping  from  433,000  head  a  year  ago  to  258,000  head  at  present,  a  decrease 
of  kO  percent.    Pigs  and  slaughter  hogs  also  showed  a  sizeable  decline  of 

19  percent  from  1,089,000  head  in  May  I947  to  880,000  head  in  the  May  census 
of  this  year . 

On  the  basis  of  a  smaller  number  of  bred  sows,  fewer  spring  farrowings, 
large  decrease  in  suckling  pigs  and  other  classes,  further  decreases  in 
hog  numbers,  are  likely  to  occur  during  the  year.    Apparently,  the  higher 
price  for  bacon  established  by  the  1948  Danish-U.K.  agreement  for  the 
January -September  period  has  as  yet  had  no  visible  effect  on  curtailing  the 
downward  trend  of  hog  numbers.     (For  other  comparative  data  see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets  of  March  8,  1948  and  April  19,  1948.) 

NETHERLANDS  MILK 

RECEIPTS  UP  .... 

The  mild  winter  and  spring  in  the  Netherlands  have  produced  the  best 
pastures  in  several  years.    The  resulting  heavier  milk  flow  was  reflected 
in  increased  milk  receipts  which  currently  are  approximately  35  percent 
above  19^7  when  production  conditions  were  not  so  favorable. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  1948,  receipts  ran  about  20  percent  over  the 
corresponding  quarter  of  1947,  with  no  increase  in  cow  numbers.  Cheese 
and  powdered  milk  plants  are  operating  at  capacity,  the  latter  on  a  24- 
hour  basis.    It  is  estimated  that  receipts  in  the  second  quarter  will  run 

20  to  25  percent,  over  last  year. 

The  Control  Board  for  Dairy  Products  has  revised  upward  to  3«5  million 
metric  tons  the  1948  forecast  of  total  milk  receipts  from  farms.  Official 
sources  have  revised  upward  1948  preliminary  export  figures  as  follows; 
fresh  butter,  11  million  pounds;  cheese,  35  million  pounds,  condensed  milk, 
93  million  pounds;  whole  milk  powder,  7  million  pounds. 
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GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 
(Continued  from  Page  380) 

CANADA'S  WHEAT  ACREAGE 
TO  SHOW  SMALL  REDUCTION 

Canada's  wheat  and  "barley  acreage  will  "be  smaller  than  in  19^-7>  with 
oats  and  rye  acreages  larger,  according  to  farmers'  intentions  to  plant, 
reported  at  the  end  of  April.    Acreage  in  summerfallow  will  also  "be  larger 
than  a  year  ago,  on  the  baais  of  the  intentions  report.    It  is  pointed 
out  however  that  intended  acreages  of  all  grains  are  merely  indicative  of 
farmers'  plans  on  April  30,  and  acreages  actually  seeded  will  depend  on 
conditions  affecting  seeding  subsequent  to  that  date. 

Favorable  weather  is  reported  in  Ontario  and  Quebec  and  seeding 
operations  are  far  advanced  in  comparison  with  the  situation  at  the  same  time 
last  year.    In  the  Prairie  Provinces,  however,  extremely  wet  weather  and 
low  temperatures  have  delayed  operations  to  such  an  extent  that  seeding  may 
not  become  general  before  May  15-20.    Reports  state  that  it  is  doubtful 
that  all  affected  areas  can  dry  out  soon  enough  to  permit  cropping  this 
season.    Should  wet  weather  continue  to  impede  progress  there  may  be  a  greater 
shift  from  wheat  to  coarse  grain  than  is  reflected  in  the  intentions  report. 

Total  wheat  acreage  in  prospect  is  now  placed  at  about  23.7  million 
acres,  about  a  half  million  acres  less  than  the  19^7  wheat  area.    An  increase 
of  about  100,000  acres  is  reported  for  winter  wheat,  while  the  expected  . 
acreage  of  spring  wheat  is  600,000  acres  less  than  the  area  seeded  in  19^7 » 
Virtually  all  of  the  decline  is  placed  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  and  the 
larger  part  in  Alberta,  where  a  reduction  of  6  percent  is  expected.  The 
remainder  is  about  evenly  divided  between  Saskatchewan  and  Manitoba.  The 
reductions  in  all  three  Provinces  are  attributed  to  the  extremely  late  spring, 
which  has  delayed  spring  work,  and  evidently  caused  some  shift  to  earlier 
maturing  grain  crops. 

Of  the  total  of  23,7  million  acres  of  wheat  in  prospect,  22.7  million  are 
expected  in  the  Prairie  Provinces.    If  the  acreage  roaches  that  level, • it  would 
slightly  exceed  the  average  of  the  past  eight  seasons,  though  still  some- 
what below  the  pre-war  level.    The  largest  wheat  acreage  on  record  for  that 
area  was  the  27 c8  million  acres  reported  in  19^0, 

In  Alberta  about  half  of  the  area  taken  out  of  wheat  is  intended  to 
go  into  oats.    Some  increase  is  also  predicted  in  rye  and  summerfallow. 
A  decline  in  the  wheat  acreage  of  Saskatchewan  is  more  than  balanced  by 
the  expected  increase  in  other  grains,  especially  rye,    Manitoba's  reported 
decrease  in  wheat  and  barley  acreage  is  also  offset  by  expected  increases 
of  oats,  rye,  and  flaxseed. 

The  acreage  seeded  to  oats  is  expected  to  total  11,8  million  acres 
throughout  the  country,  compared  with  11,0  million  in  19^-7 »    Increases  are 
indicated  for  all  important  producing  Provinces.    About  half  of  the  increase 
is  expected  to  take  place  in  Ontario  though  important  gains  are  also  indicated 
for  Alberta  .and  Quebec c    The  significant  increase  in  Ontario  would  bring 
acreage  up  to  the  19^6  level,  grain  acreage  in  that  Province  having  been 
sharply  reduced  last  year  by  unfavorable  seeding  weather. 
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Barley  acreage  now  predicted  at  7*^  million  acres,  would  not  differ 
significantly  from  the  1947  area.    Last  year's  barley  acreage  was,  with  one 
exception,  the  largest  on  record.    Reductions  in  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan 
would  be  largely  balanced  by  increased  seeding  in  Ontario. 

A  substantial  increase  is  reported  in  the  rye  acreage.    Of  the  1.5 
million  acres  expected  for  all  rye  1.2  million  acres  are  fall  rye  remaining 
for  harvest.    That  is  a  gain  of  38  percent  over  the  1947  fall  rye  area,  and 
is  slightly  larger  than  last  year's  total  rye  acreage. 

Summerfallow ,  now  placed  at  19. 9  million  acres,  is  slightly  larger  than 
in  19^7,  but  a  little  below  the  average  of  the  past  eight  years.  That 
average  of  20.0  million  acres  contrasts  with  the  average  of  15-1  million 
acres  for  the  preceding  eight  years. 


CANADA:    Intended  acreage  of  grain  crops  and  summerfallow, 
as  of  April  30,  1948,  with  comparisons 


\                                       .   ■  Acreage 

Crop 

:  Average 
:  1941-45 

!  1946 

:  1947 

Intentions 
•  1948 

:  1948  as 
:  per cent age 
f  of  1947' 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:  acres 

!  acres 

:  acres 

acres 

!  Percent 

Wheat 

Fall  \ 
Spring  . 

653 
20,750  , 

1  5^6 
23,530 

',  712 
'  23,548 

'  a/  844 
22,888 

!  •  118 
97 

Total  'J 

21,403 

•   24,076  : 

24,260  : 

23,732  : 

98 

Oats  ! 
Barley  : 
Rye  : 
Fall  : 
Spring  : 

14,033  : 
7,063  : 

'564  : 
238  : 

12,075  ! 
6,258 

•      486  : 
229  : 

11,048  : 
7,^65  : 

:        841  •<• 
315  : 

11,770  : 
7,388  : 

a/  1,162  : 
380  : 

•  107 
99 

138 
121 

Total 

802  ; 

715  ; 

1,156  ; 

1,542  •  ; 

133 

Summerfallow  \ 

20,603  ! 

20,422     . ; 

19,440  ; 

19,865  : 

102 

From  records  of  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics 
a/  Acreage  remaining  for  harvest. 

CHINA  EXPECTS 
RECORD  WHEAT  CROP 

A  record  wheat  crop  is  forecast  for  China,  according  to  the-  first 
official  Chinese  estimate,  which  places  production  at  about  965  million 
bushels.'  The  unusually  large  outturn  may  be  attributed  to  high  yields 
from  .smaller  acreage  than  in  recent  years. 

Barley  production,  estimated  at  about  365  million  bushels,  is  5 
percent  above  the  1935-39  average  and,  at  that  fiture,  is  the  largest  crop 
reported  since  1936.    As  was  the  case  with  wheat,  the  acreage  reported  in 
barley  is  smaller  than  during  the  past  two  years,  though  the  harvest  is  some- 
what larger. 
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On  the  "b as  13. of  the  first  estimate,  the  oats  crop  will  he  54  million 
"bushels  from' an  area  of  2.3  million  acres.    Though  larger  than  .the -19^7 
crop,  both  acreage  and  production  are  indicated  to  he  below  the  1935-39 

average*  -    '  :'A&o  :'o  ::  1 

.        .....  PATS  AND  OILS 

(Continued  from  Page  38?)   ;  ;., 

'  MEXICO  FORECASTS  INCREASE 
IN  FATS  AND  OILS  SUPPLY  l/ 

Mexico's  total  supply  of  fats  and  oils  for  1948  is  forecast  at 
approximately  213,000  short  tons  compared  with  a  revised  estimate  of  200,000 
for  last  year  and  222,000  in  1946.    Production  of  vegetable  oils  will  probably 
be  considerably  larger  than  in  1947 ?  hut  production  of  animal  fats  is  expected 
to  be  approximately  the  same  as  a  year  ago.    Imports  of  lard  and  other  animal 
fats,  however,  may  be  less  because  of  reduced  allocations. 

Estimated  supplies  of  vegetahle  fats  and  oils  in  19^8  from  domestic 
and  imported  raw -materials.. ,  should  he  around  123,000  tons,  l6  percent  above 
last  year's  and  almost  on-fourth  greater  than  the  19^-47  average..  Total 

"  oils '  available- for.-domes  tic  consumption  may  he  reduced  hy  exports  of  sesame 
oil,  castor  oil^  :peanuts,  and  flaxseed.    Exports  of -oilseeds  and  oils  in  1948 

.'Will  depend  on  government  policy. 

A:  return  to  normal  operation  of  .slaughterhouses  in- the  major  area  affected 
hy  the:  foot-and-mouth  disease,  as  a  result  of  the  change  from 'an' eradication 
to  a  control  program,  should  "bring  ah'out  scire  increase  in  tallow  production 
in  1948.    Lard  production  is  expected  to  remain  ah  out  the  same  as  in  19^7 

In  19^7  there  was  a  general  downward  trend  in  prices  of  vegetahle  oil- 
seeds ,and  oils  until  near  the  'end  of  the  year.    In  December,  however,  the 
trend. was.  reversed  and  prices  ;have  continued  upward  through  the  first  quarter 
of  1948.    An  exception  to  the 'trend  was  linseed  oil.  which  increased  in  price 
during  19^7  and  dropped  from  4-. 25  pesos  per  kilogram  (39. 66"  cents  per  pound) 
in  December  to  3,66  pesos  (33. 60  cents)  in -January.    The  latter  price  is 
still. 7  percent  higher  than  the  19 V?  average.    lard  prices  declined  somewhat 
in  the  summer  of  .1947  hut  recovered  in  the  fall  and  remain  above  the  averages 
for ■  recent  years     .Lard  compound  prices  were  lower  in  1947  than  in  the 
previous  year  hut  have  risen  again  In  1948, 

:  ; ;     -  COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER  ,  : 

:  ;  (Continued  from  Page  382) 

U\  S^  COTTON  EXPORTS'"        " '  („.  /j 

AT  LOWER  LEVEL 

Exports  of  cotton  from  the  United  States  during  the  eight  months 
beginning  August  1,  19^7  totaled  only  1,325,000  hales  (of  500  pounds  gross) 
or  less  than  half  of  the  2,702,000  hales  exported  during  a  similar  period 
a  year  ago.    Exports  during  December  1947  and  the  first  three  months  of  1948 
averaged  .220,000  hales •  a  month  representing  a  substantial  increase  over  the 
first  four  months  of  the  current  season  but  this  rate,  about  2,640,000  bales 
annually,'  is  less  than  threes-fourths  of  the' totals  for  1945-46  and-' 1946-1*7, 
l/  A  more  extensive  statement  of  Mexico's  fats  and  oils , supply  can  he 
obtained  from  the  Office. of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 
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UNITED  STATES : -   Exports  of  Cotton  by  countries  of  destination; 

average  193U-38,  annual  1943-1946.  ______ 

(Bale3  of  500  lbs.  gross) 
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Total 

•5,296! 

■  1,146! 

1,909! 

3,:67S! 

3,64oj 

2,702] 

1,325 

Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
l/  Less  than  500  bales. 


The  lower  export  volume  thus  far  this  season  is  attributed  to  shortage 
of  dollar  resources  in  nearly  all  importing  countries ,."  reduced  purchasing 
on  the. part  of  importing  countries  in  anticipation  of  relief  under  the 
European  Cooperation  Program  and  the  existence  of  large  stocks  of  cotton  in 
most  of  these  countries  at  the ■ beginning  of  the  current  season.    The  decline' 
in  exports  this  year  appears  sharpest  in  those  to  China,  Italy,  and  Central 
Europe  excluding  Germany.    By  contrast,  experts  to  Japan  this  season  were 
only  18  percent  less  than  for  the  corresponding  period  a 'year  ago. 

Exports  under  the  ECA  program  did  not  begin  to  move  in  significant 
volume  until  after  May  1,  1948.     Consequently  the  export  total  for  1947-48 
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(August-July)  may  not  exceed  2,000,000  bales  or  roughly  55  percent  of  each 
of  the  totals  for  the.  previous  2 -years. 

CANADIAN  FIBER  -FLAX 

ACREAGE  DECREASED  '   

The  area  harvested  for  flax  fiber  in.  Canada  in .  19^7  -was  only  11,000  acres 
the  smallest  since  in  I939  when  8,300  acres  were  harvested.    Production  of  line 
fiber;  and  spinnable  tow  in  19^7  totalled  only  1,850,000  pounds,  which  is  the 
least  since  1937  when  only  about  1,370,000  pounds  were  produced.    The  goal  for 
19^-7  was  15,000  acres.    The  lesser  acreage  realized  was  the  result  in  large 
measure  of  adverse'; weather  conditions,    a;  goal  of  20,000  acres  has  been  set 
for  1948,  and  the  spring  weather  has  been  generally  favorable  for  planting.  The 
seed  should  be  in  the  ground  before  May  20  for  best  results. 

Flax  fiber  cultivation  was  expanded  rapidly  during  the  early  years  of 
the  war  and  reached  a  peak  of  47,070  acres  in  1942.    Average  yield  was  not  as 
good  as  in  the  preceding  year,  however.  Peak  production  of  fiber,  therefore, 
was  attained  in  lykl  with '2,910,000  pounds  of  line  fiber  and  7,754,000  pounds 
of  scutched  and  graded  tow,  making  a  total  10,664,000  pounds  of  spinnable  fiber 
for  the  year.    Production  'of  green  or  upholstery  -f;ow  has  been,  relatively ;  small 
since  1940.    Less  than  a  million  pounds  was  produced  in  1946,  compared  with 
the  average  prewar  production  of  8,950,000  pounds 'during  the  ten  best  years 
1927-1936.  ■ 

Quebec  and  Ontario  Provinces  produce  the  major  part  of  the  fiber.  Culti- 
vation in  Manitoba  and  Alberta  is  principally  for  ^fiber-flax  seed  and  green  tow. 
Most  of  the  small  quantity  of  fiber  produced  in  British  Colombia  is  consumed 
locally. 

Canada;    Flax  fiber  -area  and  production,  by  Province's ,  1945-47 


:        :              •              .              :  Provinces 
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"a/    For  reed  only;  "  b/  Not  available. 
Office  0?  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Compiled  from'D.B.S.  Annual  Fiber 
Flax  Reports  and  D.B.S.  Quarterly  Bulletin  of  Agricultural  Statistics,  Canada. 
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Exports  of  flax  fiber  and  spinnable  tow  in  191*7  were  only  2,811,000 
pounds,  compared  with  6,228,000  pounds  in  19^6.    About  1,1*08,000  pounds  were 
exported  in  1938.    Imports  of  995,000  pounds  in  19 Vf  were  greater  than  the 
930,000  pounds  in  19U6  or  the  523,000  pounds  in  1938. 

The  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom  are  the  principal  countries  of 
destination  for  Canadian  flax  exports.    There  is  no  contract  for  large 
quantities  of  the  crop  now  as  there  was  during  the  war,  and  flax  fiber  is 
moving  slowly  at  present  with  stocks  of  scutched  tow  still  on  hand. 
Approximately  20,000  bushels  of  fiber-flax  seed  were  exported  in  19 1*7  and 
the  1943  seed  crop  is  expected  to  move  on  a  ready  market. 

Imports  of  flax  fiber  mostly  from  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands  have 
increased,    Canadian  manufacturers  prefer  fiber  from  these  countries  for 
use  in  fish  nets.    Flax  was  imported  principally  from  the  United  States 
before  the  war. 


Canada:    Exports  and  imports  of  flax  fiber  and  spinnable  tow,  191*5-^7 


:  Exports 

:  Imports 

Year 
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Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    Compiled  from  D'.B.S".  Trade  of  Canada 


The  selling  price  for  scutched  flax  is  the  United  States  equivalent  of 
about  29  to  36  cents  per  pound,  or  well  under  the  wartime  contract  price  of 
about  1*3  to  50  cents  for  the  l§kk  and  I9U5  crops,  extending  to  September  Ik, 
1946.    However,  much  of  the  present  crop  (harvested  in  I9I+7)  is  selling  at 
or  near  the  top  price  of  36  cents.    Scutched  tow  is  selling  at  about  10  to 
20  cents,  with  an  average  of  near  ll*  cents.    The  wartime  price  was  16  to 
20  cents  per  pound  according  to  grade, 

HEMP  ACEEAGE 
IN  RUMANIA 

Early  Rumanian  hemp  plantings,  as  of  April  25,  191*8,  were  reported  at 
approximately  9^,000  acres.    Weather  conditions  during  the  early  part  of 
the  planting  season  have  been  generally  satisfactory.    The  prewar  area 
averaged  about  120,000  acres.    Prewar  average  yield  of  fiber  ranged  between 
1*1*0  and  530  pounds  per  acre  annually  with  most  of  them  ranging  between  l*8l 
to  1*85  pounds. 


